
31\37 . 
TH8 COMPTAOLLSa OHNRRAL 

DECllBlON O F  TH. U N I T R D  8TATBm 
W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C. 2 0 5 4 8  

FILE: 

MATTER OF: 

DATE: May 3, 1985 B-2 18207.2 

J .  M .  S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  

DIOEELT: 

GAO w i l l  n o t  r e o p e n  a p ro t e s t  f i l e  c l o s e d  b e c a u s e  
more t h a n  7 w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
a g e n c y  report  was r e c e i v e d  o n  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  d u e  
d a t e  protester  h a d  not commented o n  t h e  report o r  
s t a t e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  h a v i n g  t h e  p ro tes t  d e c i d e d  
o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  record,  s i n c e  t h e  GAO acknowledg-  
men t  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t  g a v e  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  p ro t e s t  
f i l e  would  be c losed i n  t h a t  e v e n t  and  r e o p e n i n g  
t h e  f i l e  would be i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e x p e d i t i o u s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

J .  M. S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  reques ts  t h a t  we r e o p e n  t h e  f i l e  
o n  i t s  p r o t e s t  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  N o .  N62474-85-8- 
2493 t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p r o t e s t  o n  t h e  meri ts .  

We w i l l  not r e o p e n  t h e  f i l e .  

W e  c l o s e d  t h e  f i l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  p r o t e s t  
was r e c e i v e d  from t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  o n  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  
d u e  d a t e  and  more t h a n  7 w o r k i n g  d a y s  l a t e r  we h a d  not  
r e c e i v e d  a n y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f r o m  J .  M. S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p ro t e s t .  

The  F e b r u a r y  19, 1985, acknowledgmen t  of t h e  p ro t e s t  
s e n t  t o  J. M. S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e - b y  our O f f i c e  g a v e  no t i ce  to  
J. M .  S e c u r i t y  of t h e  d a t e  we e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  con-  
t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  report ,  t h a t  w e  would a s s u m e  t h a t  i t  
r e c e i v e s  t h e  report  when we r e c e i v e  o u r s  and  t h a t  u n d e r  
S 2 1 . 3 ( e )  of o u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  4 C.F.R. S 21.3(e)  
( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  i t  h a d  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  w i t h i n  7 w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
repor t  is  r e c e i v e d  t o  s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  comments  o r  s t a t e  t h a t  
i t  w a n t s  t h e  p ro t e s t  d e c i d e d  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e c o r d .  J .  M .  
S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  f a i l e d  t o  comply  w i t h  t h i s  o b l i g a t i o n .  T h e  
n o t i c e  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  if w e  d i d  not h e a r  from J .  M. S e c u r i t y  
S e r v i c e  by t h e  s e v e n t h  w o r k i n g  d a y ,  w e  would c lose  t h e  f i l e .  
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Our bid protest procedures provide effective and 
equitable procedural standards so that parties have a fair 
opportunity to present their cases and s o  that protests can 
be resolved in a reasonably speedy manner. International 
Development Institute, B-218048.2, Feb. 1 1 ,  1985, 85-1 
C.P.D. (1 179. Our procedures are intended to provide f o r  
expeditious consideration of objections to procurement 
actions without unduly disrupting the government's procure- 
ment process. International Development Institute, 
B-218048.2, supra. Reopening the file on the J. M.  Security 
Service protest at this time would be inconsistent with this 
purpose. 




